
BISH AUTUMN E- ZINE



As we approach t he Oct ober  m idt erm  break , it  is hard t o believe just  
how  quick ly t he f ir st  half  of  t he school t erm  has passed. It  has been a 
wonder fully busy and posit ive st ar t  t o t he academ ic year  here at  The 
Bish, w it h so m uch happening bot h inside and out side t he classroom . 
From  academ ic achievem ent s and spor t ing successes t o char it able 
in it iat ives, school t r ips and t he ret urn of  our  m any ext racur r icular  
act ivit ies, t here is cer t ain ly plent y t o celebrat e.

One of  t he highlight s of  t he past  few  weeks has been t he out st anding 
Leaving Cer t  and Junior  Cycle result s achieved by our  st udent s. We are 
im m ensely proud of  t he boys and t he hard work , det erm inat ion and 
com m it m ent  t hey have dem onst rat ed. These result s are a t est am ent  
not  only t o t heir  ef for t s but  also t o t he dedicat ion of  t heir  t eachers 
and t he encouragem ent  and suppor t  of  t heir  fam il ies. Congrat ulat ions 
t o all involved. We hope t he boys t ake great  pr ide in t heir  
achievem ent s as t hey cont inue int o t he next  st age of  t heir  educat ion.

It  has also been par t icular ly hear t ening t o see t he st rong sense of  
com m unit y and social responsibil i t y t hat  cont inues t o be such an 
im por t ant  par t  of  l i fe at  The Bish. Our  Transit ion Year  st udent s t ook  
par t  in t he Sleep Out  for  Sim on, under  t he guidance of  Ms. Brut on, 
raising awareness of  hom elessness and suppor t ing t he invaluable 
work  of  Galway Sim on Com m unit y. This was a wonder ful exam ple of  
our  st udent s look ing beyond t hem selves and recognising t he 
im por t ance of  helping t hose who are less for t unat e. We also held a 
very successful No Uniform  Day in aid of  Ir ish Guide Dogs for  t he Blind, 
w it h st udent s and st af f  com ing t oget her  t o suppor t  anot her  very 
wor t hy cause. In addit ion, our  LCW groups have been busy fundraising 
for  t he Hope Foundat ion, dem onst rat ing once again t he generosit y and 
com passion of  our  school com m unit y. My sincere t hanks t o t he 
st udent s, t eachers and fam il ies who have suppor t ed t hese in it iat ives.

Let t er  f rom  our  Pr incipal



Our  ext racur r icular  program m e is well and t ru ly back  in fu l l  sw ing, and it  
has been fant ast ic t o see so m any boys get t ing involved. On t he spor t ing 
f ront , we have had Gaelic foot ball and soccer  blit zes, while basket ball, 
hur l ing, row ing and rugby have all resum ed w it h great  ent husiasm . These 
act ivit ies are such an im por t ant  par t  of  school l i fe, providing oppor t unit ies 
for  st udent s t o develop f r iendships, build conf idence, learn t eam work  and, 
of  course, enjoy t hem selves. I would l ike t o acknow ledge t he enorm ous 
com m it m ent  of  our  t eachers who give so generously of  t heir  t im e t o coach, 
organise and accom pany t eam s t hroughout  t he year .

Of  course, ext racur r icular  l i fe at  The Bish ext ends far  beyond t he spor t ing 
f ields. Our  debat ing, m usic, ar t  and chess clubs have also st ar t ed back , 
of fer ing st udent s oppor t unit ies t o explore t heir  int erest s, develop new sk il ls 
and discover  t alent s t hey m ay not  even have realised t hey possessed. We 
are very for t unat e t o have such a broad range of  act ivit ies available, and I 
would encourage every st udent  t o get  involved in som et hing out side t he 
classroom  dur ing t he year  ahead.

Our  Transit ion Year  st udent s have cer t ain ly h it  t he ground running, enjoying 
a w ide var iet y of  exper iences including t r ips t o Pallas Kar t ing and Paint ball, 
sur f ing and rock  cl im bing. These oppor t unit ies are an im por t ant  par t  of  t he 
TY exper ience, encouraging independence, resil ience, t eam work  and a 
w il l ingness t o t ry som et hing new. We have also had a num ber  of  ret reat s 
across dif ferent  year  groups, providing st udent s w it h valuable t im e away 
f rom  t heir  usual rout ines t o ref lect , connect  w it h one anot her  and consider  
t heir  own personal developm ent .

We were also delight ed t o celebrat e t he awarding of  t he McGlennon 
Scholarship t o past  pupil Oliver  Molloy, who is now st udying 
Undenom inat ed Engineer ing at  t he Universit y of  Galway. This scholarship, 
nam ed in honour  of  Jim m y and Breda McGlennon, recognises a Bish st udent  
pursuing st udies in t he area of  STEM at  t he Universit y of  Galway. We 
congrat ulat e Oliver  on t h is wonder ful achievem ent  and w ish him  every 
success as he begins t h is excit ing new chapt er . It  is always a source of  great  
pr ide t o see our  past  pupils cont inuing t o f lour ish beyond t heir  t im e w it h us.



St udent  leadership is anot her  im por t ant  aspect  of  school l i fe, and I am  
delight ed t o congrat ulat e Eoin Conway and Cr isian Rot ar iu on t heir  
appoint m ent s as Head Prefect  and Deput y Head Prefect  respect ively. 
Bot h boys have t aken on signif icant  responsibil i t ies, and I have no 
doubt  t hat  t hey w il l  represent  t heir  fel low  st udent s and t he school 
w it h dist inct ion. We look  forward t o work ing closely w it h t hem  and t he 
w ider  prefect  t eam  t hroughout  t he year . Our  new 5t h Year  prefect s 
have also been appoint ed and st ar t ed t he year  w it h leadership 
t rain ing t oget her  w it h our  fel low  Le Cheile schools, Salerno and 
Taylors. Sincere t hanks t o form er  Deput y Pr incipal Seam us Cahalan for  
facil i t at ing t h is t rain ing. 

We have also welcom ed a very special new  m em ber  t o our  school 
com m unit y t h is t erm . Murphy, our  School Dog, has set t led br i l l iant ly 
int o his new  role and has already becom e a m uch-loved presence 
around t he school. His calm  and f r iendly nat ure has brought  plent y of  
sm iles t o st udent s and st af f  al ike, and it  has been lovely t o see how 
warm ly he has been welcom ed int o Bish l i fe. I suspect  Murphy is 
already one of  t he m ost  popular  m em bers of  our  school com m unit y!

While t here has been m uch t o celebrat e, t he t erm  has not  been 
w it hout  it s challenges. The ongoing indust r ial act ion has creat ed 
dif f icult ies for  schools across t he count ry, and unfor t unat ely, we were 
lef t  w it h no opt ion but  t o cancel our  planned Open Evening. This was 
par t icular ly disappoint ing as we always look  forward t o welcom ing 
prospect ive st udent s and t heir  fam il ies int o The Bish and giving t hem  a 
sense of  what  m akes our  school such a special place. The 
com m encem ent  of  st r ike act ion has also brought  challenges and 
uncer t aint y t o t he norm al running of  school l i fe. I would l ike t o t hank  
our  parent s, st udent s and st af f  for  t heir  pat ience, underst anding and 
cooperat ion dur ing t h is per iod. We sincerely hope t hat  a resolut ion can 
be reached as soon as possible in t he int erest s of  t he ent ire school 
com m unit y.



As I ref lect  on t he f ir st  half  of  t he t erm , what  st ands out  m ost  is t he 
energy, ent husiasm  and generosit y of  spir it  t hat  charact er ise The 
Bish. Our  school is so m uch m ore t han what  happens in t he 
classroom . It  is about  t he f r iendships form ed, t he oppor t unit ies 
em braced, t he challenges overcom e and t he w il l ingness t o suppor t  
one anot her . The range of  act ivit ies and achievem ent s highlight ed in 
t h is edit ion of  our  ezine is a wonder ful ref lect ion of  t hat  spir it .

I would l ike t o ext end m y sincere t hanks t o our  dedicat ed st af f , who 
cont inue t o go above and beyond for  our  st udent s, and t o our  parent s 
and guardians for  t heir  ongoing suppor t . Most  im por t ant ly, I want  t o 
t hank  t he boys t hem selves for  t he posit ive cont r ibut ion t hey m ake t o 
school l i fe each day.

I w ish all our  st udent s, st af f  and fam il ies a very enjoyable and rest fu l 
Oct ober  m idt erm  break . I hope everyone has an oppor t unit y t o 
recharge t he bat t er ies before we ret urn for  what  prom ises t o be 
anot her  busy and excit ing half  t erm .

Sarah Gleeson Pr incipal St . Joseph?s Pat r ician College ? The Bish



 SPORT I N THE BI SH

Our  Junior   A and C1  
foot ballers defeat ed Colm ans 
Clarem or r is  in t heir   Quar t er  
Finals.

Our  U16 
Basket ball t eam  
in t heir  gam e 
against  St  Geralds 
Cast lebar

Our  TY Fut ure leaders 
organized and host ed a 
1st  year  class Blit z, 
Congrat ulat ions t o 1D, 
our  w inners!



TRANSI TI ON YEAR TRI PS

Our  Transit ion years 
went  on a var iet y of  
t r ips, f rom  Sur f ing in 
Lahinch t o Mud 
Running in Cuckoo Hil l !



   Meet  Mur phy, our  school 's 
br and new suppor t  dog!



   

 Our annual talent 

 show "The Bish Bash"

 had it's sign ups take 

place on September 24th.

   We hope you'll come

  to see it in the Black Box

  Theater come Christmas

               time.



 In support of the homeless

 community, our valiant 

 Transition year students 

 slept within the school

Gal way Simon Sl eep out



     On October 7th

 our Transition and Fifth 

 year students received 

   their Junior Certificate

              results.

     Junior  cer t  r esul t s 



  

     Tr ick or  Tr eat  f or  
t empl e st r eet  



     Tr ick or  Tr eat  f or  
t empl e st r eet  



Suppor t  the school via

our  Week ly Dr aw!



 



 Have a spooky 
Halloween                      
and a great  
m idt erm !

by Manuel Jobby and  Jack  Boyle
+ Jam es Woodings & Daniel Mcquaide
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